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Thank you for your interest in becoming or continuing to be a docent at Hearthstone.  

Below is a rough draft of the materials that new docents will be using to learn about the house, 

its history and contents, and to give tours.  

 The materials are divided into four major themes which we will present to our guests.   

 The themes are not precise and some information overlaps areas.   

 Information is placed in each theme for convenience.  Tours will often interweave 

themes and sections. 

 The relative proportion of each theme changes from room to room. 

 Each theme is divided into “essential” information (the wide column) and “Interesting 

fun facts” (the narrow column). 

 

Our goal of a consistent 60-75 minute tour (our target length).  A tour cannot encompass every 

aspect of our beautiful museum.  Our goal is to impart the essentials and then cater to guests’ 

interests by incorporating additional, interesting information.  Remember:  Not every theme 

will be covered in every room. 

Information in this guide is presented in outline format.  Please make it conversational and 

entertaining.  It is aimed at adults.  Allowances will have to be made for children of various 

ages. 

Please note:  Information is divided up among rooms to prevent spending a disproportionate 

amount of time in any one room like the library.  Therefore, the order may not be what our 

experienced docents are familiar with. 

The bulk of the information in the materials is from the 2014 Department of the Interior 

National Park Service application for National Register of Historic Places Registration.  Links are 

provided to additional articles that provide background and other information.  Please note 

that where supporting information differences from this outline, the outline information is to 

be used.  
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Library 

• Welcome visitors to Hearthstone.  

o Say “Hi” and introduce yourself with your first name and position (docent) 

o Thank our guests for spending their time with us.   

o Let them know we appreciate them coming in. 

o Let them know that their admission directly supports our museum. 

• “A couple of things before we get started…”  (Sample phrasing) 

o Please feel free to sit down at any time on any of the chairs that are not marked 
with a gold or green cord. 

• The bent wood ones are scattered throughout the house.   

• The corded ones are beautiful antiques and we want to protect them from 
wear and tear.  These tapestry chairs are a perfect example. 

o Please feel free to take photographs but we ask that you do not use flash.   

• The flash really takes a toll on our fabrics like these same gorgeous 
embroidered chairs. 

o We have a ”White Glove” Policy so I’m putting mine on. 

• As you can imagine it would be terrible if something was dropped so we 
asked everyone not to handle or touch any of our artifacts or furnishings. 

• Plus finger prints and the oils on our hands do take a toll. 

• I would be glad to pick any thing up and show it to you. 

• Welcome any questions so just stop me at any time. 

 
Opening story… 

 Imagine standing in this room 137 years ago (this of course changes) on Sept 30, 1882 

 Just completed mansion of Henry and Cremora Rogers and their teenage daughter 
Florence (who everyone called Kitty).  They moved in only a week before. 

 That night, if we looked out these window, literally these windows as they are original 
into the house 

 300 people assembled on the lawn staring at the house. 

 Newspapers said something called electric lighting was going to happen and no one 
quite knew what that meant. 

 Henry Rogers goes out on the veranda and with, a sense of the dramatic, says to the 
assembled crowd…  (we know exactly what said through newspaper accounts) 

o “You are now going to witness the dawn of a new era.”  
o Signals servants to turn off kerosene lamps and candles and the house goes dark 
o Signals them again and they turn on all the electric lights at once 
o Crowd Ooohs and Aaahs like a fireworks display 
o Appleton Post reported the next day that “It was a bright as day” in the Rogers 
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residence. 

 It was these lights.  Literally these lights as there are the original light fixtures used on 
that very first day.   

 Only change: We use re-creation bulbs made to match the originals.  By the way, they 
weren’t called “bulbs” then.  They were called “electric lamps” (as the term bulb wasn’t 
used until 1884) so we will use “electric lamps” on our tour. 

 These cast a whole 8 watts of light!  Just like originals. 

 So imagine how bad candle light, gas light, and lamp light were. 

 On that night, Hearthstone became the first house anywhere in the world to be lit by 
hydroelectricity and a central Edison system. 
 

Today on our tour we are going to talk about… 

 Electricity and lighting as well as Edison, his genius, his inventions. 
 

 Rogers and his vision of his home as a house of the future as it is filled with new 
technologies that we take for granted today but that were revolutionary for the time. 
 

 How this house reflects history and represents the huge changes happening in Appleton and 
across America in the 1880s. 
 

 How this house is also an art museum filled with marvelous examples of Victorian interior 
design, decorative arts, and fine art. 
  

Electricity and Edison 
 

 

 

Monumental change… 

 Hard to overstate the revolutionary nature of electric lighting 

 Since dawn of humanity 

 First time our homes were not lit by the flame (something 
burning such as a bonfire, candle, lamp) 

 We were freed from flickering, dangerous, smoky, harmful light. 
 

Rogers’ interest was 
“sparked” during fishing with 
Mr. H.E. Jacobs who had just 
been hired by the Western 
Edison Electric Company to 
sell lighting systems. 
 

Rogers persuaded investors 
to try the new experiment 
and began selling electricity 
to his neighbors. 
 

Sense of how early Hearthstone was in electrification… 

 First switch anywhere thrown in NYC on Sept 4, 1882 by Edison 
himself.  Powered by steam and lit a couple of commercial 
buildings – which unfortunately are no longer standing. 

 Second switch thrown not in Boston or Philadelphia, but right 

See Appleton’s Hearthstone 
is an Edison First by Robin 
Rolfs for additional details 
on the early development 
of electrical lighting. 
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here in Appleton because of the vision of Henry Rogers. 

 Purchased all fixtures (the chandeliers are actually called 
“electroliers”), switches, wiring, dynamo without ever seeing an 
electric light. 

 That may define the word “visionary.” 
 

Rogers lit his new home and two papers mills (we will talk more 
about them in a bit) with the system. 

 Because of Henry Rogers, Appleton became a leader in 
electrification. 

 Appleton had more buildings electrified than anywhere else in 
the world for a while including: 

o First hotel in the West (the “Waverly”) 
o First college building (Lawrence’s Main Hall) 
o First commercially successful electric trolley line (1886-

1930).  The bricks in Hearthstone’s walkways are from 
the trolley line on College Avenue. 

 

See 1882 Brilliant Year in 
Appleton’s history 
According to Old 
Newspaper. 

 

The bricks around 
Hearthstone come from the 
trolley line. 

 
Other residences had 
previously been lit by electric 
lights but these were 
“isolated” systems that lit 
only that building and were 
powered by steam. 
This fixture, unlike most in 
the house, was converted gas 
fixture turned upside down 
and wired for electricity. 

 

Phonograph 

 “Phonograph” is all Edison genius (light bulb he perfected).   

 Invented in 1879 

 Recorded and played entirely without electricity (works on 
springs). 

 Truly revolutionary  
o First time music in your home 
o First time heard an opera or a symphony. 

 No volume control - “Put a sock in it” still with us today. 
 

 

Phonograph was invented 
before electric light but 
Edison got “charged up” 
about electricity and didn’t 
start making and marketing 
phonographs until later. 

 

AG Bell and Emile Berliner 
made improvements.  
Berliner is the first to use flat 
disks.  He called his invention 
the Gramophone. 

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Victorian notion of male and female spaces 

 Male space - Henry would conduct business here as well as relax. 

 Features dark cherry wood work from Wisconsin stands 
 

The ceiling was originally 

decoratively painted, but the 

design is not currently 

retrievable. 

Cornice 

 Cornice or cove molding features acanthus leaves, 

 One of the most common decorative motifs associated with the 
Victorian period 

 Gilded with an alloy leaf 
 
 

Acanthus is a prickly 
Mediterranean herb. 
 
Leaves are used on 19th 
Century furniture. 
 
The molding is being 
investigated by our 
conservation intern. 
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Furniture, Books, and Decorations 

 Filled with books to reflect Rogers’ taste, learning, and money. 

 The furniture, like much in the house, was not owned by the 
Rogers family except for a few select pieces.   

 Most of the pieces in this room are “Eastlake” design (named for 
the designer Charles Eastlake) and are typical of the period and 
social status of the family. 

 Victorian age saw the rise of interest in the natural world (think 
Darwin) and amateur collection and study of flora, fauna, fossils, 
and the like.  

 

Victorians also used as 
decorations… 

 Souvenirs from travels (fan, 
sea shells) 

 Natural collections 
(butterflies) and taxidermy 
(“Red” our resident red 
fox) 

 
 

 

Tiles 

 Spectacular and original to house 

 Imported from England made by… 

 Minton Hollins & Co (still in existence under the name H&R 
Johnson Co.) in Stoke-on-Trent 

 MHC experts told us that these tiles are one-off art pieces 
commissioned by Henry Rogers (and that Hearthstone has more 
MHC tiles that any other building in the U.S.) 

 Each set throughout the house has a different literary theme. 

 This set depicts works of Sir Walter Scott (the Waverly Series). 

Mirror 

 Crack formed when the 
second owners, the Priest 
family, lived here. 

 Instead of replacing the 
mirror, Aimee Baker, niece, 
painted the floral design. 

 
Aimee Baker had a 30 year 
career at Lawrence 
University as an art 
professor. 
 

 
History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Window 

 Kitty was engaged in this room to Frank Pietsch (“peach”) 

 Diamond engagement rings were brand new idea. 

 Fad was to carve initials in glass – lamp, mirror, or in this case, a 
window. 

 Initials - FTR and FHP (Florence Talbot Rogers and Frank Hesing 
Pietsch) and date (May 15, 1889). 

 Most recent here engagement here was Spring of 2019 and we 
regularly host weddings. 

Items from 1893 Columbian 
Exposition, the Chicago 
World’s Fair in cabinets and 
desk drawer. 

 Ferris wheel 

 Cracker Jack 

 Etc. 
 
Hazelwood Historic House in 
GB discovered that Sarah 
Martin, the daughter of 
builder Morgan Martin, 
etched her bedroom window 
with a diamond. 
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Grand Hall 

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Victorian notion was that you didn’t talk about having money.  You 
let your surroundings speak for you.  This hall says a lot. 
 
Henry Rogers had done alright… 

 Initial fortune in silver stocks and land deals in Denver 

 Moved to Cheyenne to open the first bank in Wyoming because 
was on the transcontinental railroad which he starts financing 

 Travels to Chicago a great deal and meets William and John Van 
Nortwick. 

 Van Nortwick family owns in Batavia IL, outside of Chicago, the 
largest paper mill west of Ohio so they have expertise. 

 Rogers has money so he provides the financing. 

 Partnership where together they owned 8 paper mills along the 
Fox River 

 Along with the Van Nortwicks, Rogers helped found Combined 
Locks, Wisconsin. 

 Rogers became a paper baron who drove the creation of the 
“Paper Valley” and was the equal of others like Kimberly and 
Clark. 

 Rogers and John Van Nortwick also purchased all the water 
rights along the Fox from the federal government and controlled 
the dams, canals, and the water power rights to the river. 

 Rogers owned as many as 20 businesses (the 19th century way to 
diversify your portfolio and diminish risk). 
 

 

For additional information, 
please see Nomination of 
William M. Van Nortwick, 
John S. Van Nortwick, and 
Henry J. Rogers to the Paper 
Industry International Hall of 
Fame. 
 
 
 
Rogers is also: 
• President of the gas utility.  

He is asked to head it after 
it goes bankrupt and 
citizens buy it. 

• Alderman on the city 
council 

• Asked to run for Mayor 
(which he declines because 
of his heavy workload and 
travel schedule) 

• Very generous.  He 
supports the local 
orphanage among other 
causes.  The building, a big 
blue house, still stands a 
few blocks away from 
Hearthstone. 

 

Art and Architecture /  History of Appleton and America 
 

 

The experience walking in was all about impressing your guests 

 10 ft doors with etched glass inside 

 Swan stained glass window 

 Encaustic tiles in an intricate pattern 

 12 ft coffered ceilings  

 Echoes the grand halls of English manors 
 

The etched glass reportedly 
carries masonic symbolism. 
 
Encaustic refers to producing 
patterned tiles by impressing 
a design into the soft tile and 
filling it with liquid color 
before firing.  Very durable. 
 

William Van Stratum 

 Woodwork is white oak and is fantastic.   

This approach to wood 
working (as well as Eastlake 
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 Hand craved wood work throughout the house 

 19 years old when he started.  Finished when he was 22 years 
old. 

 Hand carving was a feature of the Aesthetic Movement and 
specifically the “Arts and Craft style,”  

 Both AM and A&CS were a counterpoint to the over the top 
decoration of the earlier Victorian design (like Gothic Revival). 

 Another example of AM and A&CS are the portieres hanging in 
the doorways which were hand-made from tobacco leaves. 

 

style furniture) is actually 
toned down in terms of 
ornateness versus earlier 
styles. 
 
For more on the Aesthetic 
Movement  (see article) and 
Arts and Craft Style (see 
article). 
 
See The Wood-Carver:  
William Van Stratum.  
 
Portieres would be made by 
the ladies of the house 
and/or the servants.  They 
would be replaced by short 
drapes in the Fall and Winter. 
 

Pay for Van Stratum 

 Earned $1.00 a day. 

 Wood-carvers were among the best paid craftsmen, as they 
were among the most skilled workers.   

 Seven times what servants in house earned who were only paid 
$1/week. 

 

$1.00/day was reportedly the 
highest wage paid to any 
artisan in Appleton at the 
time. 

Tiles 

 Minton Hollins again 

 Depict different plays of William Shakespeare 
 

 

Stain Glass Doors 

 Original to the house and made by the Chicago Glass Co. 

 Made via the La Farge Method which produced bright colors and 
opalescent glass. 

 La Farge was a famous artist who worked in oils and glass.  He 
was a contemporary, part time collaborator, and part time rival 
of Louis Tiffany. 

 Also functional for cross ventilation and to serve as main doors 
from guests arriving from the river. 

 
 

The doors carry masonic 
imagery. 
 
January day best time to see 
the stained glass 

 Sun is low in southern sky. 

 No leaves on trees 

 Light streams in and fills 
the hall with color like a 
cathedral. 

 
 
Electricity and Edison 
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Hallway electrolier is exceptionally rare. 

 Short shades are most reflective of original shades which were 
actually not called shades but “colored glass flowers” 

o Cast more light from the dim electric lamps 
o Show off the electric lamps because electricity was so 

expensive (and unique) 
o Wanted everyone to know you had electricity. 

 

Electricity was so unique that 
people looked forward to 
getting invited here just to 
see the electric lights. 
 
As we tour the house, the 
other shades get longer and 
longer.  By 1910 everyone 
has electricity so there is no 
reason to show it off. 
 

Cost of light electricity 

 Electric lamps cost $1.60 each 

 Average worker like Van Stratum could never afford a electric 
lamp let alone the fixtures or the cost of electricity. 

 Originally there was no way to meter the electrical usage so 
customers were charged by the number of light electric lamps 
they had. 

o Flat fee of $1.29/electric lamp/month for lighting from 
dusk til dawn or  

o $.84/electric lamp/month to just 10 pm. 

 Very expensive. 

There new no voltage 
regulators on the system so 
operators gauged the 
amount of electricity being 
generated by the brightness 
of a bulb hanging over the 
dynamo.  We have this 
approach illustrated with our 
dynamo display in the 
basement exhibition area. 
 
A dynamo is like a generator 
but… 

 Generator produces 
alternating current (AC) 
which goes back and forth 
along a circuit. 

 Dynamo produces direct 
current (DC) which only 
flows one way. 

 This is because a dynamo, 
which is most regards is 
like a generator, has a 
“commutator” that takes 
off electricity in only one 
direction. 

 Edison championed DC 

 Tesla and Westinghouse 
championed AC. 

 The two camps were rivals 
until AC won out because 
of DC’s inability to transmit 
power much farther than a 
mile.  AC is what we use 
today. 
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Parlor 

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Filled with art from ceiling to floor but also, surprisingly, “House of 
the Future” features that speak about Victorian America. 
• This is a female space and Cremora’s domain. 
• Parlor was a formal space that was used exclusively for 

entertaining guests such as lady callers. 
• It was also place to demonstrate a families taste, culture, social 

graces, and status. 
• Entertain with an afternoon tea or with evening music 

o Kranich and Bach 1875 square grand piano 
o Stella music box (can be played… it’s really an early form of 

digital music!) 
o Melodeon 

 

The parlor was a critical 
room in the house.  (See two 
articles on parlors.) 
 
Calling cards were an 
important part of Victorian 
life.  See The Etiquette of 
Calling Cards. 
 
Hearthstone holds recitals 
permitting guests to hear 

 Period music on a 

 Period instrument in  

 Period room 
 
Melodeon, also spelled 
Melodium, (also called Reed 
Organ or American Organ) is 
a keyboard instrument 
sounded by the vibration of 
free reeds by wind. It is an 
American development of 
the harmonium, which 
differs in two principal ways. 
Its foot-operated bellows 
draw the air in past the reeds 
by suction (rather than 
forcing it out) and the 
characteristic size and form 
of the reeds and resonators 
result in a more even, 
dynamic sound. 
 

William Waters 
• Architect of Hearthstone was William Waters of Oshkosh, WI 
• Very well-known Wisconsin architect who designed much of 

downtown 
• Oshkosh (after the fire of 1875) 
• Neenah (commercial and civic buildings like city hall tower 

and homes along Wisconsin Ave) 
• Appleton (many downtown commercial buildings and homes 

along Prospect Ave, around City Park and other 
neighborhoods) 

Waters also was chosen to 
design the Wisconsin Pavilion 
at the Chicago’s World’s Fair 
in 1893. 
 
See The Architect: William 
Waters.  
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J. Frank Waldo (photo on piano) 

 Worked closely with Waters 

 Painting on the ceiling and frieze is attributed to him 

 Redecorated for Kitty’s wedding in 1889 

 The oil painting over the piano is also attributed to Waldo.  
• Depicts the dam which still there and the two mills were also 

lit from the central station along with Hearthstone  
o Appleton Paper and Pulp Company (owned by Rogers 

and his partners) 
o Kimberly and Clark Vulcan mill 
o Both mills were located below the bluff, to the east of 

Hearthstone. 
• The dynamo was initially installed in the beater room of the 

APP Mill and powered by the beater’s waterwheel.   
• However, varying pulp loads caused the lights to surge 

brighter (and sometimes burn out) and dimmer. 
• After a couple of weeks the dynamo was moved to a 

separate building and powered by a separate waterwheel. 
 
 

Ceiling is not an actual fresco 
which would be required to 
be painted on wet plaster.  
However, Victorians used the 
term as it was more romantic 
(a very Victorian notion).   
 
Restored in the 1990s by 
covering the original work 
with a clear membrane and 
overpainting the design.  This 
is the established method of 
preservation for museums.  
See Decorative Ceilings to 
be Recreated.  
 
J. Frank Waldo 

 Born in 1832 in Vermont. 

 Moved to Oshkosh from 
Kansas in 1861 

 Shared an office with 
Hearthstone architect 
William Waters 

 Accomplished artist doing 
oil paintings and decorative 
walls and ceiling 
treatments in buildings in 
the Fox River Valley 

 Died in 1920 in California. 
 
See  The Fresco Artist:  J. 
Frank Waldo.    
 

Olive Hamar Correy  
• The other oil painting, a romantic depiction of Yosemite, is by 

Correy 
• Work by a female Wisconsin Victorian artist very rare  
• We have two here… 
 

Ms. Correy was an aunt to 
Patricia Boldt of Appleton  
 
The landscape painting over 
the fireplace has ties to the 
Rogers family.  It was a gift 
from a descendant of Horace 
Rogers, Henry's brother, as 
was the European portrait of 
the young woman behand 
the piano. 
 

Frederika Crane 

 Stunning tiles are different than most in the house. 

 The white ware "blanks" were imported from Limoges, France 
that were painted by another exceptional female Wisconsin 

Notice spelling of “Frederika” 
– this is the correct spelling. 
 
Frederika Crane 

 Born in 1854 in Neenah 
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artist Frederika Crane. 

 Hand painting was again part of the Aesthetic 

 Known not only for her exceptional talent but also as a female 
artist who lived independently, under her own name, earning 
her own living.  Very unique for Victorian America. 

 Tiles, a signed work, depict a scene from "Evangeline," the 
popular poem by Henry W. Longfellow. 

 We will see more of her works upstairs (or throughout the house 
as part of Kitty’s Wedding exhibit). 

 

 Died on Dec. 28, 1930 in 
Green Bay 

 Famous local artist with 
studios in Green Bay and 
Neenah 

 Especially well known for 
her painting on china. 
 

See The Tile Painter:  
Fredericka (sic) Crane and 
Artisans:  Fredericka (sic) 
Crane. 
 
Longfellow died in March, 
1882 as Hearthstone was 
being built.  He was married 
to Frances Appleton, relative 
of Samuel Appleton the 
namesake of the city. 
 

William Van Stratum  
• Woodwork here is magnificent old growth bird’s eye maple 
• Continuing use of the bird and flower motifs. 

 Beautiful parquet floor incorporate all three woods on the first 
floor. 

 

Van Stratum also created the 
inlaid carom table. 
 
As well as the wall magazine 
pocket that was a gift for his 
finance, Lulu Lansing, the 
year before they were 
married (contains her "LL" 
initials).  It was donated by 
Van Stratum’s decedents. 
 

Furniture 
• Pieces are not original to the house but are excellent 

examples of 
o Renaissance Revival 
o Eastlake styles 

• Invite you to sit in chairs, notice two differences 
o Lower to floor 
o Very cushioned 
o These stemmed from our Victorian ladies were 

dressed (corsets and bustles – see at right) 
 

Other features of Victorian 
furniture include balloon 
backs, deep seats, low arms 
or armless easy chairs for 
ladies to accommodate their 
voluminous skirts and 
bustles.  Springs were first 
added to seats at this time 
for the same reason. Shorter 
legs also made it easier to 
stand up with corsets. 
 
See Victorian Furniture. 
 

House of the Future / History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Even in this room filled with art, new technology and “House of the 
Future” ideas are present.   
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Windows 

 Single pane, double hung 

 Hallmark of Queen Anne Style 

 Could not be done if not for industrialization and transportation 
(railroads) 

 The windows are “pocket” windows.  The entire inside frame can 
be raised into the wall. 

 Idea was when entertaining guests that they could walk from the 
parlor to the veranda (indoor-outdoor living). 

 

The window across from the 
fireplace is one 80 sq ft pane 
of glass manufactured locally 
by F. Gallaher & Co.) 
 
We do not open these 
anymore but we still open 
the ones upstairs. 
 
The idea of “Indoor-Outdoor” 
living is not new (nor 
invented by Pier 1!).  It is as 
old as Hearthstone. 
 
 

Paint 

 Very modern approach looks rather normal to our eyes.  Was not 
normal for the time.  Very new way to decorate. 

 Another example of the “Aesthetic Style” and broad use of paint 

 Usual Victorian approach to decorating – wall paper everywhere 

 In 1882, Sherwin got together with Williams 

 Develop technology for keeping pigment in solution 

 Manufacture paint on an industrial scale in Philadelphia, ship 
across country on railroads. 

 Customers were assured of getting paint that matched the 
swatch at the store and was consistent from gallon to gallon. 

 This room, like all in Hearthstone, has been restored to its 
original paint color. 

 The house is decorated in a cutting-edge approach that started 
how we decorate today. 

 

Prior to Sherwin and Williams 

 All paints locally made 

 Maker would grind 
pigment and mix into 
carrier. 

 Wide variation in color and 
quality from batch to 
batch. 

 
Original paint color 
determined after pains- 
taking analysis using solvents 
and scalpels to peel back 
paint layer by layer and 
micro-analysis of under 
microscopes. 

Electricity and Edison 
 

 

Lighting 
• Again, original light fixtures 
• Swing-out fixtures at either end are called “brackets” and are 

unobtrusive (designed to be task lighting – for reading for 
example) and exceptionally rare. 

• Shades are production with the look of Tiffany. 
 

Check out the “Annunciator” 
button on the wall.  Just note 
that for later when we are in 
the kitchen. 
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Dining Room 

House of the Future 
 

 

Steam Heat 
• Our central steam heat system is original to the house. 
• The original round-finned, called “fish scale,” radiators are still 

used. 
• The other radiators were installed in the 1930s when 

Hearthstone served as a tearoom (a small restaurant).  In fact, 
the name Hearthstone was used for the restaurant – because of 
the house’s nine fireplaces - and the building has been known by 
that name that ever since. 

 

Our “new” boiler is only 35 
years old. 
 

Electricity and Edison 
 

 

Bergmann switches 
• Light fixtures and switches were made by Bergmann & Co. 
• Bergmann was an associate of Edison. 
• Two decided can’t sell electric lamps without selling fixtures and 

switches. 
• These switches were custom made for Hearthstone. 
• They are precursors to commercial switches that were so widely 

used that we get the phrase “turn on the lights.” 
• Shades are reproduction with the look of Quezel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use of electricity grew 
• Electric lighting became very popular very quickly in Appleton. 
• Because Rogers bought two “K” dynamos in his initial order, 

another power plant was soon added to serve the other end of 
downtown and many of Rogers’ investors and other industrial 
operations.   

• It was needed because, with as DC systems, the electricity could 
not be transmitted more than a mile or so.   

• The Vulcan Street plant, off Lawe Street, opened in November, 
1882.  A replica of the plant built in 1932 (for the 50th 
Anniversary of Hearthstone’s lighting) still stands. 

• The company that Rogers and his investors formed is a direct 
ancestor of Wisconsin-Michigan Power Co. and WE Energies. 

• Most other U.S. cities did not have central power plants until the 
1890s. 

• Because of its popularity and large installed base, Appleton was 

 
The Vulcan Street plant lit a 
blast furnace, flax mill, 
woolen mill, Patten paper 
mill, and homes of A.L. Smith 
and H.D. Smith, investors. 
 
AC system, championed by 
Tesla and Westinghouse, 
became the standard by the 
mid-1890s primarily because 
it could transmit power long 
distances by the use of 
transformers to step up the 
voltage for transmission and 
then step it down closer to 
the point of use. 
 
AC is the standard system 
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one of the last cities in the U.S. to convert from DC to AC in 1901. today though DC systems, in 
the form of solar power and 
batteries, are making a 
comeback. 
 

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

The Fox River 
• Bay window offers a view of Fox River provided a window on the 

world of 1880 commerce (trees were not originally here). 
• Hearthstone is just above the "le grand chute" (“large falls” in 

French) in the lower Fox River, where early European explorers 
travelled on their way upriver from Green Bay to Lake 
Winnebago to the upper Fox River and, after a portage (at 
Portage WI, naturally), to the Wisconsin River to the Mississippi. 

• “Le grand chute” was one part of a 140 foot drop between Lake 
Winnebago and Green Bay (greater drop than Niagara Falls). 

• Originally the route was envisioned as a river highway to the Gulf 
of Mexico based on locks but that dream was dashed when 
railroads took over.  So the Federal Govt sold the land and water 
rights to Rogers and John Van Nortwick. 

• First flour mills in 1860s, then lumber mills, and finally paper 
mills in the 1870s and 1880s lined the river taking advantage of 
the drops to generate water power. 

• Owners of many of these industries lived on Prospect Ave. and 
other riverfront streets. 

• Fox River attracted people from throughout the country to the 
Fox River Valley, in particularly new arrivals from Germany, 
Ireland, Poland, and the Netherlands.  They lived in the 
neighborhoods just beyond Hearthstone. 

• We will talk about them more when we move into the kitchen. 

Fox River was a regular travel 
route for First Americans, 
early missionaries, and 
trappers.  Jean Nicolet in 
1634 and Father James 
Marquette and Louis Joliet in 
1673 were the first European 
explorers. 
 
It’s called the “Fox” River 
because of the Meskwaki 
people.  Algonquian 
speakers, linguistically 
related to the Sauk (also 
“Sac”), were called “Renards” 
(“Fox” in English) by the 
French (who mistook a clan 
symbol for the name of the 
nation).  The Meskwaki left 
their ancestral lands along 
the St. Lawrence River in 
Ontario because of warfare 
with the French-armed 
Huron nation.  In the late 
1600s the Fox first migrated 
to Michigan (L.P.)  and then 
to this area where they were 
called the Odagaamii or 
“people from the other 
shore” (today’s “Outagamie”) 
by the Chippewa.   
 
The Fox controlled the river, 
a vital link for the French 
between Canada and the 
interior/ New Orleans. The 
Fox refused to let French 
traders use the river without 
paying a toll.  The French 
only gained control after two 
genocidal wars (1712-1714, 
1728-1730) that culminated 
in a massacre of over 1000  
Meskwaki - so many that 
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they were heaped in a 
mound 12 ft high, 60 ft long, 
and 35 feet wide.  Mound 
that was formed was called 
the “Butte de Morts” 
(literally “Hill of the Dead”). 
It lends its name to the lake 
(Little Lake BDM).  The wars 
killed over 90% of the 
Meskwaki. 
 
Survivors moved south into 
IA, IL, MO and joined with 
the Sauk there.  The Black 
Hawk War dispossessed both 
nations of these lands and 
the U.S. govt forced them 
into a Kansas reservation.  
Most now live in Iowa after 
the nation started purchasing 
land there in 1857.   See 
article list for link to 
Meskwaki nation 
information. 
 
 

Table setting 
• The table setting is an example of 
• A Victorian lunch (NOTE: Settings are changed by the season.  

Please ask about the current setting).  
• Note the elaborate place settings, dictated by the complex rules 

of etiquette. 
• Each course had its own dishes and special purpose silverware. 
• Guests were expected to know the elaborate rules (and 

functions of every item at their place) by reading Victorian 
etiquette manuals… and begin subjected to rigorous training by 
mothers and nannies! 

• Butler would serve the courses according to the pacing set by the 
lady of the house (who would ring the bell at her place). 

The dining room was an 
important part of the house.   
Entertaining was important 
as well. A dinner party was a 
major social event, under the 
control of the lady of the 
house. She determined 
where people sat, according 
to the rules of etiquette. 
 
See Dining Room. 
 
The dinner party was 
designed to show the family 
to its best advantage 
 
Many specialty items were 
used on the table: salt 
cellars, bone dishes, finger 
bowls. 
 
See Home Life in the 1880s.  
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Art and Architecture 
 

Woodwork 

• The wood work here is white oak again. 
• The coffered ceiling has been restored to its 1880s design and 

colors. 

• It was again probably designed by Oshkosh artist J. Frank Waldo. 
 

A transom runs over the 
large doorway to the Grand 
Hall is probably part of the 
French door treatment 
added in the 1930s, when 
Hearthstone was a tea room. 
 
The round holes in the doors 
were put in during the 
Hearthstone Tea Room days 
in the 1930s. 

Tiles 
• Also were imported from England but 
• Made by Maw and Co. who were famous for their “Persian” tiles, 

which used deep purples, blues and greens. 
• Each handmade tile was unique. 

 

 
The same design is in the 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
in London (and is another 
sign the Rogers family 
wanted the best in their 
home). 
 

Queen Anne Style (QAS) Architecture 
• Bay window is a salient feature of QAS architecture other include 
• Asymmetrical, organic (inside out) approach to design approach 
• Tall profile (two-and-a-half stories)  
• Towering chimneys (corbelled) 
• Irregular roof lines 
• Transverse gable 
• Steeply pitched roof 
• Hipped roof on ends of different scale (asymmetry) 
• Dormers (varying sizes, gable and shed) 
• Multi-faceted exterior surfaces offering a variety of exterior 

textures, materials, paint colors, millwork details, brick color 
• Wrap-around veranda (with exposed rafters and rafter tails)  
• Single pane, double hung windows (with variety of arches) 
 

Hearthstone, which exhibits 
a remarkable level of artistry 
in both its exterior and 
interior, is an exceptional 
representation of the Queen 
Anne style with Eastlake 
details. 
 
Epitomizes the style in 
Wisconsin. 
 
For details on QAS, other 
Victorian architectural styles, 
see Victorian Architecture – 
Miron Tour 28 June 2019.    
 
Also see Victorian 
Architecture. 
 

QAS was part of architectural explosion in America in the 1870s and 
1880s.  Other styles of the period included: 
- Second Empire                        - Italianate 
- Richardson Romanesque      - Stick Style 
- Shingle Style                            - Gothic Revival 
- Renaissance Revival               - Exotic Revivals like Egyptian 
 
Interior symmetry 
• However, while the exteriors were asymmetrical, Victorians 

Why? Invention of the lowly 
2 x 4 and machine-made 
common nails! 
 
Part of the industrialization 
of home building (plate glass, 
pressed bricks, cast iron, etc). 
 
Prior to development of new 
power sources (steam and 
electricity), buildings were 
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Butler’s Pantry 

 

  

loved interior symmetry. 
• Bay window here, bay window in library 
• Door way to pantry, door way to grand hall 
• Door way to the right of the fireplace, “doorway” on the left of 

the fireplace mimicking the doorway on the right.   
• The left door frame is there for balance and could have framed a 

trompe l'oeil approach painting (a style of painting that renders a 
3D outdoor effect to interior spaces) of a pastoral or similar 
scene on canvas.  The painting would have made it appear as if 
the door was a real. 

constructed with 10x10s and 
“post and beam” approach. 
 
Houses were rectangular as a 
result (think White House, 
Monticello) 
 
2x4s allowed open airy 
framing (called “Balloon 
Framing”). Still use today.  
 
Just 11 years after 
Hearthstone is built Frank 
Lloyd Wright is creating 
Prairie Style in Chicago. 
 

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Family side versus Servants’ side of the house 
• Transitioning to the servants’ side of the house.  We are going to 

see some changes. 
• Pantry is very well appointed because only servant work area 

Rogers family (and their guests) would regularly look in on. 
• Two opposing doors would never have been opened at the same 

time preventing anyone at dinner from viewing the workings of 
the kitchen. 

• Copper sink is original though it was not originally plumbed. 
• It’s an ice sink - known at the time as a “chiller” sink 
• Notice the holes from the use of ice picks.  Filled holes with lead 

solder. 
• Butler would break up the ice with a pick and place food on top, 

using the sink to keep food cold prior to plating. 
• Food was plated by the butler in the pantry hence it was the 

place to store and display (to a certain degree) the fine china and 
silver. 
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Kitchen 

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Demarcation between the family and the servant sides of the house. 
• This room is quite nice but it has almost none of the decorative 

elements of the family side of the house.   
• The working areas of the house were designed for work, not to 

show off.  
• Plain woodwork 
• Made of pine, a lesser wood. 
• Lower ceilings 
• Functional, rather than decorative, light fixtures 

 

See Servants’ Areas. 

  

House of the Future 
 
Still has many “high tech” features.   These include: 
 

 

Annunciator 
• Most of us are familiar with bell cords from “Downtown Abby” 
• High tech way was battery operated using wet cells. 
• Buttons (located here for demonstration purposes) would be 

scattered throughout the house. 
• Press a button and indicator rings in kitchen. 
• Local papers ran ads that said “get an annunciator just like Henry 

Rogers” 
 

To see Annunciator ad. 

Ice box and ice delivery 
• No refrigerator, but had food cooling for preservation 
• Blocks of ice (sign in window indicated how much you wanted) 
• Ice man would bring in with tongs from his ice wagon 

• Ice was harvested from the river in the winter (and so could not 
be used in drinks) and stored in warehouses covered in saw dust. 
 

Sometimes ice boxes were 
placed on the back porch.  
However, Hearthstone’s has 
a southern exposure so that 
wouldn’t have worked. 
 
One of the main suppliers 
was the Lutz Ice Company, 
which harvested ice where 
Lutz Park is today. 
 
 

Hot and cold running water 
• Potable water came from a pump just outside this kitchen door. 
• Pumped up into cisterns in the attic. 
• Gravity permitted it to flow back down when the taps opened. 

We will be installing a pump 
on the old wellhead as part 
of our landscaping work. 
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• Water for cleaning and laundry was captured off the roof and 
stored in a cistern in the basement (where our ADA bathroom is 
today). 

• In the basement, which was another servant’s space accessed by 
the basement servants stairs, we have examples of the items like 
baskets, a washing machine, and irons used for laundry. 

 
Central “island” 
• Work area that would be the envy of many kitchens today. 

 

Again, kitchen islands, which 
became popular in the 
1980s, are as old as 
Hearthstone. 

  

  

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

The cook 
• The cook’s day starting at 4 am every morning lighting the stove 

with wood from the wood box  
• Slept upstairs in a small bedroom because she was working 16-

18 hours a day (for more information on servants rooms click 
here). 

• Being the cook was a very good job.  Below her on the servants 
pecking order would be the scullery maid 

• Dirty job cleaning fowl, fish, butchering meat 
• Other day servants would come in to clean, do laundry etc. 
 

There likely were 3-4 four 
servants working here in the 
1880s. 
 
Day servants came in each 
day from their own homes to 
work and return at night. 
 
The 1880 census showed that 
two servants lived with the 
Rogers family in their 
previous home:  
Amielia Zick, age 19 
Dell Ferguson, age 23. 

Labor saving “device” 
• If Henry Rogers wanted toast in the morning, he didn’t do it 

himself.  The cook would have to stand at the stove to toast 
the bread. 

• That’s because when you are rich in Victorian America your 
“labor saving device” was your servant. 

 

  

Electricity and Edison 
 

 

New labor saving device 
• That is… until electricity.  Then you have this guy… our 1909 

toaster. 
• Notice it is plugged into a light fixture because there are no 

outlets.  The only electricity comes in for lighting.  (Though 
plugging it in over the sink might not be the best idea.) 

• It’s hard to believe but this toaster, and other electrical 
appliances like it, were truly revolutionary.  They literally turned 

First toaster invented in 
1893.  Pop up toaster 
invented in 1919. 
 
In 1904, Harvey Hubbell II 
patented the electric plug 
that became standard in the 
US.  His plug replaced a 
variety of round pin ones 

file:///C:/Users/Director_2/Documents/Docent%20guide%20materials%20and%20scanned%202013%20handbook%20a%20hearthstone%20tour/Docent%20Manual%20by%20Ann%20Larson/Servants.Attic.Basement.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Director_2/Documents/Docent%20guide%20materials%20and%20scanned%202013%20handbook%20a%20hearthstone%20tour/Docent%20Manual%20by%20Ann%20Larson/Servants.Attic.Basement.pdf
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the social structure upside down. 
• Because electric appliances, the new “labor saving devices” like 

toasters, gave middle class women something they had never 
ever had before – “free time!” 

• All of a sudden middle class women could live “almost” as well as 
upper class women who had servants. 

• Truly revolutionary 
 

that started making their way 
to the market in the 1880s. 
The standard plug 
revolutionized the way 
electrical wires were 
connected or disconnected 
from a power supply. At the 
time post terminals would 
extend out from a wall and 
any type of electrical device 
had to be hardwired to the 
power source.  The new 
approach offered 
interchangeability. 
 
 

Suffrage-Electrical “Connection” 

 Toaster leads to women getting the vote.  Seriously. 

 Middle class women were no longer tied to house work and 
kitchen work.  They had time to read, do charity work, or work 
on causes like suffrage. 

 Electricity changed women’s suffrage from a 

 Movement of rich women (5 women lobbying at the court 
house) to 

 Mass movement of middle class women (500 women 
lobbying at the court house). 

 

Wisconsin is the first state to 
pass the 19

th
 amendment on 

June 10, 1919.   
 
The amendment becomes 
law in 1920. 

Hotpoint Appliances 

 Edison saw the liberating potential of electricity.  He began 
inventing and producing “Hotpoint” appliances so that women 
would be “domestic engineers” who directed work, not engaged 
in work. 

 A massive change in the society resulted.  Truly revolutionary as 
well. 
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Servant’s Hall 

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Still servants’ side of the house. 

 Plain, undecorated.   

 Quoins on the corners to protect the walls. 

 Stairs lead to where the servant bedrooms. 

 Located where our offices are now 
 
Mary Deimer was the cook.  (Photo of Mary Deimer) 

 She must have been an excellent cook 

 Henry retired and he and Cremora moved to Chicago to live in 
the Plaza Hotel in 1893 

 Apart from maybe a few prizes items, they took only two things 
with them… 

 Their clothes 

 Mary as their cook. 
 
Differences Kitty and Mary 

 Mary was 14 years old when she started working here.  

 Only a few years younger than Kitty Rogers.    

 Mary’s and Kitty’s lives could not have been more different. 
 

That is why we do not have a 
great many of the Rogers’ 
pieces in the house.  They 
“downsized” and sold most 
everything off when they 
moved to Chicago. 
 
Henry invests in Chicago but 
soon he is taken ill.  He dies 
of cancer in 1896. 
 
 

Kitty 

 Rich 

 Protestant 

 English speaker 

 Educated at Lawrence and Wells College 

 Loved art and literature 

 Playing lawn tennis, performed in plays, playing in piano recitals  

 Traveled the state and the country  
 

Appleton was a boom town 
from 1860-1880 growing 
400%. 
 
Most new citizens were 
immigrants and most of 
those were from Germany. 
 
In 1917, more than half the 
people living in Wisconsin 
were born outside the U.S. 
 

Mary 

 Working class 

 Catholic 

 German speaker at home 

 Probably had 4-5 years of grade school education 

 Labored 16 hours a day (so there was no time for other pursuits) 
 

The servants in the Rogers 
household spoke German.   
 
More people living in 
Appleton spoke German than 
English. 
 
Appleton had 3 daily German 
language newspapers and 
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Kitty and Mary had bedrooms that were separated by two closet 
doors… and a world of difference. 
 
 
 

only 2 daily English language 
newspapers (and a couple of 
smaller weekly papers). 
 
The 1885 census shows two 
German born women 
(servants) living with the 
family at Hearthstone.  One 
could have been Mary 
Deimer. 

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Doors to the House 

 Servants and deliveries came in the back kitchen door. 

 This front, side door would have been used by Henry Rogers’ 
business associates, foremen from his companies, etc. 

 They could enter without disrupting the house. 

 They would enter the library here as this was most likely 
originally a door (and changed quickly after the house was 
completed). 
o Light switch on this side of the room in the library. 
o Book cases in library were hurriedly constructed. 
o Symmetry with door into dining room. 
o This is an exterior wall with windows bricked up upstairs. 
o The servant stairway and how it works with the double doors 

are awkward. 
o The way the floors/steps line up upstairs in the trunk room. 

 

There seems no basis 
supporting the notion that 
Henry Rogers had an office in 
the servants’ area of the 
house.   
 
Authors note:  It is utterly 
incomprehensible that a man 
whose livelihood depended 
on social standing would 
associate his office with the 
servants’ quarters.  What is 
the basis of this assumption?  
The stairway being “nice”?  It 
was nice because Rogers had 
his business associates and 
foremen use this front door 
and it would be seen by a 
wide range of people from 
the community. 
 

Electricity and Edison / House of the Future 
 

 

Telephone 

 We all know Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone.   

 He was actually in a race in NYC area with Edison to create it.  
Both knew they could do it. 

 AGB wins the race and patents his invention.  But it is terrible.  It 
barely functioned. 

 The biggest problem – the transmitter is horrible.  Users have to 
yell into the thing to be heard at the other end. 

 Edison knows he can do better.  So with an associate named 
Blake they invent a much better transmitter that you can just 
talk into. 

 He and an associate named Blake invent a superior transmitter 
users could simply talk into. 

Appleton had the first 
telephone exchange in Wis. 
 
Eight whole telephones!  The 
switchboard was in a 
downtown drug store 
(competitive advantage over 
the 20 other drugstores in 
town). 
 
All on a party line. 
 
Note:  Like the Rogers family, 
the servants’ situation at 
Hearthstone was much 
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 This is an 1882 Blake Transmitter telephone. 

 Notice it is on the servants’ side of the house.  Rogers would not 
have used it.  It was for the servants (like Mary) getting their jobs 
done (calling the butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker!) 

 Rogers doesn’t get a phone in his downtown office for another 7 
years. 

 
 

better than many servants of 
the time because of the new 
technologies in this house 
and the way the house is 
designed. 
• Telephone saved errands 
(especially in the winter and 
in the rain) 
• Kitchen is large, well lit 
(electricity and natural light), 
and well arranged. 
• Running water and modern 
drains alleviated a lot of hard 
work hauling water and slop 
buckets or pumping out dry 
sinks. 
• Servant rooms were large, 
well ventilated, and they 
even had indoor plumbing 
for their use too! 
 
Still the servants worked 
long, grueling hours.  
However,  the conditions at 
Hearthstone certainly 
helped. 

  



Docent Tour Materials  2019
 

24 
 

Grand Staircase and Landing 

 

  

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Stairs as status 

 The staircase provides an illusion of continuing grandeur to the 
second floor, giving the appearance that the second floor and 
attic are as detailed as the first floor. 

 It provided a beautiful setting for grand entrances (“trailing rail”), 
at parties or special events like weddings. 

 

 

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Pocket door and palpable difference (Pause on the landing)   
• Here is the house’s only pocket door. 
• Stark difference between family and servant sides of the house 

clearly evident: 
o Flooring 
o Banisters 
o Moldings 

 

Pocket doors were very 
common in Victorian houses 
and so Hearthstone having 
only one is rather unique. 

Original Lead Pipes 
• Open area in the wall shows original lead piping 
• Drain lines 
• Gas supply lines 
• Even water supply lines for drinking (causes lead poisoning and, 

of course, lead was in many paints) 
• Lead solder joints formed by hand by plumbers with asbestos 

gloves (frayed gloves lead to asbestos inhalation and cancer) 
 

In addition to lead and 
asbestos there was the 
widespread use of arsenic.  It 
was everywhere - from wall 
coverings to fabrics (because 
of the rich green color dyes it 
produced) to use in 
cosmetics and medicines.  
While it was widely used as a 
rat poison, the connection to 
poisoning in people went 
remarkably unnoticed for 
years. 
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Sitting Room 

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Disease 
• Environmental hazards rampant in Victorian America but so is 

disease… 
   Measles                        Typhus                         Smallpox 
   Typhoid Fever              Cholera                       Whooping cough 
   Scarlet fever                 Yellow fever               Influenza  
   Dysentery                     Tuberculosis 
                                                 

For additional information on 
Victorian health issues and 
date rates, see articles. 
 
For additional information on 
Victorian mourning practices, 
see articles. 
 

Life expectancy 
• With environmental contaminants, accidents, and disease, no 

wonder average life expectancy for Victorian men was horribly 
short. 

o Only 22 years old if lower class 
o Only 25 years old if middle class (like Van Stratum) 
o Only 42 years if upper class (Prince Albert, Queen 

Victoria’s husband, is the richest man in the world when 
he dies at age 42 from typhoid fever.) 

• Victorian women could literally spend their entire life in 
mourning (guests can learn more about Victorian mourning 
practices during “Haunted Hearthstone”) 

• Child mortality was staggering – 4 out of 5 children died before 
reaching the age of 5 

• Kitty Rogers had two siblings, a brother and a sister, who both 
died as infants. 

• We will see how Victorians tried to combat some of these evils in 
our restored 1882 bathroom. 

 

 

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Sitting room.   

 It is an informal space, for the family and not for viewing by the 
public (friends were seldom if ever invited upstairs). 

 The second floor was not as decorative as the first. 

 It was not visible to the public, so it wasn't meant to impress 
anyone. 

o Lesser wood (pine planks) was used for flooring 
o No decorated ceilings 
o The woodwork is oak, probably machine made with some 

Cremora might write a letter 
here or Henry would relax 
and read the paper. 
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hand-carved elaboration.   

 It is nicer than the kitchen but not as elaborate as the first floor.  

 The hallway ceiling and wall colors have been restored to the 
original. 

 It was the one room in the home where women could be casual, 
wear more comfortable clothing, even loosen their corsets. 

 
Attic 

 Upstairs attic space was for storage.   

 Family members seldom went into the attic, leaving that duty to 
servants. 

 Very plain, painted woodwork and walls. 

 South room held the cisterns for the water supply. 

 Very few closets so the attic held summer clothes, furniture, etc., 
in the winter and reverse in the Spring. 

 

For additional information 
see Servants, Attic, 
Basement. 
 

House of the Future 
 

 

Skylight 

 Used to provide more natural light to the interior of Victorian 
homes. 

 Perfectly situated to throw light down the entire stair shaft. 

 Could open in the summer to create a chimney effect and speed 
ventilation. 

 

Skylights, which became 
popular in the 1970s, are not 
a modern invention.  
 
Hearthstone’s sky light no 
longer opens. 
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Master Bedroom 

 

  

Art and Architecture 
 

See Victorian bedrooms. 
 

Henry and Cremora’s room. 

 Out this window is the view in the painting in the parlor. 

 The master bedrooms are furnished with pieces typical of the 
1880. 

 Furnishings are mainly Eastlake and Renaissance Revival in style. 

 Some of the furniture in this room and in the guest rooms were 
donated by a descendent of Horace Rogers, Henry's brother. 

 Minton Hollins fireplace tiles  

 Depict scenes from Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens, a 
favorite of Henry Rogers and custom made for him. 

 

The desk, which belonged to 
Horace Rogers, was made by 
Matthews Bros., a nationally 
renowned woodworking firm 
in Milwaukee. 
 
The company produced 
mantels, furniture and all 
varieties of fine interior 
woodwork. Matthews Bros. 
did paneling and custom 
designed furniture for the 
Pabst Mansion in Milwaukee. 
Important commissions for 
this firm were the Chicago 
Tribune Tower and Union 
Station, Henry Ford 
(Dearborn, Ml) and the 
Library of Congress 
(Washington, D.C.) 
 

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Closet 

 The closet has two doors. 

 The rear door was added after the Rogers lived here.   

 The farther door was accessible from the butler’s room so that 
when clothes were cleaned and pressed they could be returned 
to the closet without bothering the family. 

 Speaks volumes on how separate the two sides of the house 
were. 

 

The clothes would “magically 
appear” in the closet.  Very 
telling on how separate the 
family was from the servants. 
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Bathroom 

History of Appleton and America / House of the Future 
 

See Victorian bathroom. 
 

Indoor bathrooms 

 Still in their infancy 

 The flush toilet was a new technology and still had a few bugs to 
work out until about 1879. 

 The high tank helped as it added velocity to the water to aid in 
flushing. 

 The City of Appleton was still putting in a water works facility in 
1882.  It began operation in 1883 (and even then it didn’t work 
very well for years).   

 Henry Rogers decided to go ahead and include the bathroom in 
his new home. 

 

A “master suite” idea is not 
new either.  The doorway 
from the master bedroom to 
the bathroom can be found 
in about 10% of Victorian 
house plans. 
 
Bedrooms still typically 
retained wash basins, 
pitchers, and chamber pots 
as people were accustomed 
to using them, especially 
until the city water became 
more reliable. 

Designed is to combat disease. 

 No surrounds on the tub and sink   

 Called the “Sanitary Method,” servants scrubbed both the inside 
and the outside with harsh soap to prevent disease (though they 
didn’t quite understand why as the idea of germs was just 
beginning to be understood). 

 The tub was zinc (it didn’t rust) 

 In front of the window (UV light helped sterilize the tub but again 
no one understood the process) 

 Window also was great for ventilation as toilets… 
o Initially did not use traps to prevent sewer gas from 

entering the house. 
o Didn’t work particularly well (siphon method) until 

the later 1870s to 1880s. 
 

Louis Pasteur adopted a new 
view on the cause of 
diseases. By the 1870s, he 
and a minority of other 
scientists believed that 
diseases arose from the 
activities of microorganisms 
(germ theory). Prior thought 
insisted that diseases, 
particularly major killer 
diseases, arose in the first 
instance from a weakness or 
imbalance in the afflicted 
individual. 
 

Some of the other items are typical of a bathroom of the time. 

 Shaving pieces (razor, strop, brush, soap, mug) 

 Curling iron heated over a kerosene lamp 
 

Hot and cold running water 

 Hearthstone had running water before city water.   

 Servants would pump water up into cisterns in the attic above 
us.    Gravity pulled the water through the pipes to provide 
running water. 

 

  



Docent Tour Materials  2019
 

29 
 

 

  

Electricity and Edison 
 

 

Transitional sconce is compelling as it combines a gas light in the 
front with an electric lamp in the back.  

Fixtures in this room are not 
original but are period 
pieces. 
 

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Expression of wealth 

 Though it was only for their own comfort, the wealth of the 
Rogers is expressed here as well. 

 Beautiful hand painted sink 

 Sterling silver faucet and toothbrush holder 

 Artistic soap dish 

 China porcelain embossed toilet that is embossed with daisies! 
 

The museum actually insures 
the toilet as a “work of art.”  
Seriously. 
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Guest Rooms 

 

  

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

Travel time 

 Took a long time to travel so if you were coming to visit the 
Rogers family from New York (where both Henry and Cremora 
were from) or Wyoming (where they lived previously) 

 Guests were going to stay a while - often 3-4 weeks. 

 Particularly true when upper class women had to bring trunks of 
elaborate clothes because they could change 3-4 times a day 
depending on the social events scheduled. 

 So instead of incurring a sizable hotel bill, family and friends 
would stay here.   
 

In 1850 it took 7 weeks to 
travel from New York City to 
Appleton Wisconsin. 
 
By 1870, the railroads had 
cut this to less than a week. 
 
Trunks were probably stored 
in the trunk room at the top 
of the first flight of stairs to 
the attic.  

Electricity and Edison / Art and Architecture 
 

 

Features 

 The guest rooms feature fixtures made by Bergmann & Co.  

 The paint color is original per the paint analysis.  The color could 
have come from the beautiful blue in enamel of the light fixture.  
Note the decorative metalwork and flatwork. 

 Also note the wiring and gas pipes in walls and floor we have left 
exposed.   

 Hearthstone is one of the few buildings in the world with original 
Edison wiring in situ. 

 
 
“In situ” means that it is still 
in its original placement. 
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Kitty’s Room 

Art and Architecture 
 

 

Unique fireplace 

 Very unusual fireplace for this house.  It is original to the house. 

 The design is from a pattern book and represents the Colonial 
Revival movement in America stemming from the Centennial in 
1876. 

 

  

History of Appleton and America 
 

 

“Closet” not “Closeness” 

 Notice there is a closet on the back of this room as well.   

 It would have been accessed from Mary Deimer’s room or the 
back hall.   

 Again, these two young women were separated by only a closet 
but lead entirely different lives. 

 

Some things haven’t 
changed.  By the Victorian 
Era, it was popular for young 
ladies to decorate their 
rooms with photos of their 
friends.  Young girls still put 
photos on their bureaus, 
mirrors. 

NOTE (this does not have to be included in the tour):  In fact, the 
differences in Kitty and Mary’s lives can be taken a step further. 
   
Kitty’s latter life… 

 Her marriage ends in divorce after ten years.   

 She is childless (devoting herself to raising money for Wells 
College).   

 She goes to live with extended family in North Carolina in her old 
age. 

 She is buried in an unmarked grave. 
 

Mary’s latter life… 

 When Henry dies and Cremora then moves to New York, she 
returns to the Appleton area to live in Greenville. 

 She marries a farmer and carpenter named Charles Schmitt. 

 They have ten children! 

 One of her grandchildren (who is 84 years old) recently visited 
the house and shared recollections of what Mary told her about 
living here.  She provided a marvelous second hand account that 
brought our history to life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps there is a moral 
here… about wealth vs. 
working class and about 
what really leads to a long, 
productive life that leaves a 
lasting impression on this 
world. 
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Family Photos 

Henry Rogers  

 Shown later in life. 

 Though he looks a little worn out after controlling his business 
empire for years, he has done alright. 

 He is wearing a diamond stick pin in his tie and monogrammed 
cufflinks. 

 It wasn’t all work for Henry… The family traveled to Chicago 
regularly, the Gulf coast for vacations, summered in the Upper 
Peninsula, and visited Warm Springs, Arkansas. 

Henry Rogers 

 Born on Sept. 30, 1833, 
in Geneseo, NY 

 Denver, CO 

 Moved to Appleton from 
Cheyenne, WY, in 1873 

 Died on July 27, 1896, in 
Chicago, IL, at age 62 

 Buried in Graceland 
Cemetery in Chicago, in 
the Pietsch family plot 

 Married Cremora Kehler 
in 1860 

 
See The Henry James Rogers 
Family. 

  

Cremora Rogers  

 Photo of Cremora earlier in life (1868) when the Rogers lived in 
Wyoming. 

 Her father was an Episcopalian minister and she was a religious 
woman.  All Saints Episcopal Church downtown still uses the 
silver altar piece that Cremora donated in honor of her father 
Rev Kehler. 

 Cremora was a “most gracious hostess and highly esteemed in 
social cirlces” according to the local paper.  She hosted parties 
for Kitty and functions for Henry. 

 She was active charities including the Prescott Hospital and the 
Appleton orphanage (which still stands). 

Cremora Rogers 

 Born on June 14, 1837, 
in Cumberland, MD 

 Died on March 1, 1919, 
in Buffalo, NY, at age 81 

 Buried at Graceland 
Cemetery in Chicago, in 
the Pietsch family plot. 

 
See The First Hearthstone 
Family: The Life of Cremora 
Rogers. 

  

Florence “Kitty” Rogers  

 Photo is when she was 14. 

 The family moved to Appleton when she was ten and attended 
Lawrence Academy School.   

 At 14 she was enrolled at Wallcourt Prep (affiliate with Wells 
College) and then Wells College, Aurora, NY, from 1879-1882. 

 One of her classmates was Francis Folsom who, at the age of 22, 
married President Grover Cleveland, age 49, on June 2, 1886, in 
the Blue Room, the first wedding in the White House. 

 A socially active young woman who hostessed social events and 
had as varied interests as…  

Kitty Rogers 

 Born on Jan. 25, 1864, in 
Denver, CO 

 Moved into Hearthstone 
when she was 18 years 
old. 

 Married Frank Hesing 
Pietsch in Appleton in 
Sep 4, 1889. 

 Lived at Hearthstone 
after marriage, later 
moved to Chicago with 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Room_(White_House)
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Lawn tennis (often on an electrically lit court at Hearthstone) 
Performing piano recitals 
Local theater (performing here at Hearthstone and at the 
local Opera House among other venues). 

 Married Frank Pietsch (who was 4 years her junior).  The 
reception was here at Hearthstone both inside the house and in 
a 45 foot canopied platform overlooking the river that was lit 
with Chinese lanterns and electric lights. 

 Marriage ended in divorce after 10 years with no children.   

 She never remarried and spent her life dedicated to charities and 
Wells college. 

 

her father and mother. 

 Moved to live with her 
Erwin relatives in 
Ashville, NC and died on 
May 21, 1931 at age 67. 

 Buried there in 
unmarked grave in Erwin 
family plot. 
 

See Kitty’s Suite of Rooms 
 
Also see The First 
Hearthstone Family: The Life 
of Kittie Rogers. 
 
Also see The Social and 
Family Life of Kittie Rogers. 

  

Albert and Aimee Priest  

 Second owners of Hearthstone from 1900 - 1930. 

 Albert was a paper baron known for having the first automobile 
in town. 

 He donated to the city of Appleton 
- Monument in Soldier’s Square in honor of his brother who 
died in the Civil War in 1911 
- The land and the bridge on what is now Memorial Drive in 
1924 (bridge completed in 1925). 

 Though they did not have children, he and his wife each had a 
niece named Aimee.  They tried to leave Hearthstone in trust for 
the two nieces but the will languished in probate for nine years. 

 The trustees had to do something with the house so they rented 
it out to a couple who ran the tea room. 

 

Priest family was Wisconsin 
pioneers moving here in the 
1840s.  Family arrived in 
Appleton from Waukesha in 
1849.  Their first home here 
was a log cabin. For 

additional information, see 
Other Families. 
 
Priests hosted annual July 4 
fireworks displays over the 
river. 
 
Aimee was described as 
refined, educated, gentle, 
and giving. 
 
See Albert W. Priest Family.    
Also see The Hearthstone Tea 
Room 1933-1939. 
 

Eugene and Murial Pierce  

 Famous in town for Pierce Park and Pierce Manufacturing, one of 
the world’s largest manufacturers of firetrucks and now owned 
by Oshkosh Corp. 

 Owned Hearthstone from 1940 – 1963. 

 They had two children. 

See The Eugene Pierce 
Family. 
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Harold and Ruth Mares   

 Owned Hearthstone from 1963-1986. 

 They had 6 children, one of whom is a volunteer with us who 
leads tours through his childhood home. 

 In 1986, the kids were grown up.  Mrs. Mares had passed and 
Mr. Mares wanted to sell the house. 

 The City made an offer with the expressed intent to tear the 
house down for a turn lane on Memorial Drive for the bridge.  
There’s irony considering it was Albert Priest who donated the 
bridge to the city in the first place. 

 Fourteen outraged citizens banded together, formed a non-profit 
organization named Friends of Hearthstone, raised the money, 
and purchased the house to create a museum in December 1986 
- preserving it, its history, and its art for generations to come. 

 Friends of Hearthstone, Inc. still owns and operates the museum. 
 

See The Harold Mares 
Family. 

  


